Shooting Video on a Smartphone

Shooting great video on a smartphone is simple, yet having the right tools on your phone to allow for some simple editing and some other tips related to shooting video are incredibly helpful.

Before you begin, download the following apps. There is a small cost for these, however they work great. For iPhone, the winner is Movie Pro. For Android devices, there are a number of options to consider.

Apps Needed

iPhone
Movie Pro 
*Film video in this app
· Provides white balance, ensuring good color
· Speed control zoom feature allows you to zoom in and out at appropriate pace
· Video can be directly added to “Photos” on iPhone
· Capture still photos while recording
iMovie
*Edit video in this app
· Easily add video clips from “Photos” on iPhone
· Trim video clips
· Add music and special effects such as transitions between shots and zooming in and out
· Add text overlay

Android
· 20 video recording apps
· 10 best video editing apps
· Video editing apps

Shooting Video Tips

· Use a tripod 
· Shoot video with smartphone horizontal
· Hit record, wait 10 seconds, then stop recording for enough footage
· “Frame the shot”
· Avoid too much blank space at the top of the frame
· Make sure the main thing you are focusing on in that shot is near the center
· Shoot a variety of shots
· Wide shots, medium shots, and close ups
· Pay attention to natural light
· Look for action
· People walking
· Cars driving
· Movement adds interest
· You can never shoot too much video	
· Editing is much easier with more than enough shots to choose from

Editing Video Tips

· Trim clips to 3-4 seconds each
· Mix up shots
· Example: Don’t use all wide shots consecutively
· Avoid excessive use of transitions between shots
· Don’t add several zooms, dissolves between shots, etc. 
· Less is more
· Keep video as brief as possible
· Attention spans are short

Above all, there is a slight learning curve when shooting and editing video on your smartphone, so play around and have some fun.

We look forward to seeing your creations that will highlight what you are proud of in your community.
